· [bookmark: _GoBack]On December 18, 2025, President Trump signed an executive order outlining priorities for U.S. National Space Policy and establishing his vision for America’s future in space.  Under this policy, NASA will return Americans to the Moon by 2028 through the Artemis program and initiate the elements of a permanent lunar outpost by 2030.  As we return to the Moon for the first time in over 60 years – this time to stay – we do so together with America’s international partners.
· NASA is moving quickly to implement the President’s direction. On March 24-25, 2026, NASA Administrator Jared Isaacman hosted a public event and NASA convened bilateral meetings with Artemis Accords countries and like-minded partners in Washington to outline plans for executing the President’s vision.
· At the March 24 event (which may be viewed online at www.nasa.gov/ignition/), Administrator Isaacman made several key announcements:
· First, NASA will significantly increase cadence of U.S. launches to the Moon, targeting up to 30 robotic landings starting in 2027, with payload opportunities for rovers, hoppers, and drones with contributions welcomed from industry, academia, and international partners, as well as undertaking at least one surface human landing every year beginning in 2028.  More launches will also bring more opportunities for scientific payloads, instruments, and contributions by U.S. commercial and international partners.
· Second, NASA will move expeditiously forward to create a Moon Base at the lunar South pole.  Development will occur in three phases:
· Phase 1 – Build, Test, Learn:  In 2026-2028, NASA will develop a repeatable, modular approach to lunar missions.  This will include Commercial Lunar Payload Services (CLPS) and Lunar Terrain Vehicle initiatives to increase the tempo of lunar activity.  Payloads will focus on technology demonstrations, advanced mobility, surface operations, power generation, communications, navigation, and other scientific investigations. 
· Phase 2 – Establish Early Infrastructure:  Starting in 2029, NASA will transition to semi-habitable infrastructure and regular logistics to support recurring astronaut operations on the Moon.  This will include major international capabilities such as a pressurized rover from Japan and international scientific payloads, rovers, and transportation and infrastructure capabilities.
· Phase 3 – Enable Continuous Human Presence:  By the early 2030s, NASA will bring online large-scale landing systems to deliver heavy infrastructure required for a continuous human presence on the Moon.  This will include international capabilities like habitats and rovers.  Opportunities exist for other cooperation related to habitation, surface mobility, and logistics.
· Third, NASA reinforced its commitment to maintaining American leadership in low-Earth orbit (LEO).  For over two decades, the International Space Station (ISS) has enabled research by over 5,000 researchers from more than 110 countries and flown 292 individuals representing 26 countries, but cannot operate indefinitely and is scheduled to de-orbit no earlier than 2030.  As NASA pursues a transition to a commercial space station, it is critical to similarly transition to commercial capabilities that are viable and meet America’s needs for research and technology development
· In the area of science, NASA reinforced its commitment to world-class breakthroughs, including exciting new missions in 2026 like the Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope; and in 2028 the nuclear-powered octocopter Dragonfly, which will explore Saturn’s moon Titan; and the launch of the European Space Agency’s Rosalind Franklin rover to Mars.  As NASA’s CLPS program targets up to 30 robotic Moon landings starting in 2027, lunar science payloads are now being invited from industry, academic, and international partners.
· Across many of these mission areas, NASA is actively seeking partnerships from Artemis Accords countries and like-minded partners to provide hardware, payloads, research, and other burden-sharing support.  NASA Administrator Isaacman has stressed that international partnerships are anticipated and essential to future exploration and communicated that NASA wants to return to the Moon together with Artemis Accords signatories.  We encourage you to review NASA’s updated mission plans, identify and map your national capabilities, and consider how your capabilities could address gaps or needs.  Partners who wish to explore areas of cooperation may contact NASA directly at HQ-OIIR-Ignition@mail.nasa.gov.
· In addition, NASA has posted a Request for Information (RFI) that is open to comments, technical input, and feedback from Artemis Accords countries and like-minded partners.  All comments are due by April 23, 2026: Lunar Science and Technology Payloads for Expanded Lunar Landing Opportunities
· Finally, we encourage Artemis Accords signatory countries to participate in active implementation efforts and policy discussions to advance the Accords principles.  These efforts this year include regular virtual meetings, a planned in-person working-level workshop hosted in Lima, Peru (May 13-14), and an anticipated principals-level meeting on the margins of the upcoming International Astronautical Congress in Antalya, Türkiye (October 5-9).  For additional information on Artemis Accords implementation, including how signatory countries can participate in the Accords community, countries may contact David Reinecke at reineckedm@state.gov and Kim Hurst at kimberly.a.hurst@nasa.gov.

